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”would have a union

dividing the flow of events, :
avold doing what some newspap* to call year end roundupso

But after looking over my files»on'farm labor 1 was convoneed "

: that thlis time a year end poundup misht make_aome senaeo

FOR the-develdpments in farm labor thls year have been extremely

swift and far ranging. At the first of the year 1 recall talking

to a group of soaking wet pickets on a pier in san franoiscod
There they stood, in the driving rain, trying to oonvince

longshoremen not to load grapes which had been trucked from o

struck karn county growers for shipment overseas.,

THEY-did'convince the IOngshoremen to honor their boycbtt? But

‘who would have t.hought eoe nOt merely hoped, mind you, but thm.ght 000
who. would have thought that, in less than a year, these plckets
' OFf

=] their own -= not an assooiation of

farm workers which hoped to becoms & union, but an effective union

of" farm workers, ‘the first of any real consequenee in american

. history.-_

IT may be repetitious to those of you who have ﬂollowed the

developments closely. But let's briefly trace what happened

af ter t.f. rainy da.y in January. Those events have been among ¥




Lor

the largesat of the struck g;rowera, the digiorsio c%;oration.

ONE of the first major break_s of the __yeé‘r f_or farm__wo:rker's wds P

the declaration of support for farm unioni;za‘tion_is;med by all

of california's roman catholio bighops. }' That support vas
announced, yott'll réeall, at a bear‘ins in delano of the u=s |

denate subcommittes on migratory labor.

AND 1t was during these hearings, early in the yesr, that the
support of robert kennedy for the farm workers' ‘cﬁuse was zﬁade
clear to the'_ general public. kénmdy.'s move 1s extreme-ly
significant For, in bullding up the base of support which he
hopes to use 1n_futuré> political effor_t's",' ‘kennedy 1s‘ ‘v'vooing the
farm ﬁorkerﬂ and the mexican-ram_ericam"’.?.’ Very few m‘a_jor p'oliticians
have ever done this, and 1t 1s a cl_ear_.indléatlon of the mew.

political influence of the farm workerd

SHORTLY after the delano hearilngs, e —'farin workers v'v‘on' their |

first concrete victory af ter seven montha of strikins in &

127
kern and tulara count,-f.f' This was the agreement by_o.ne of .

the thirty three atruck growers, schenley 1ndustfi’e's, to recognize

‘thelr union, the natlonal farm workers aasociation, as the

bargalning asenct for sehenley rield workers.

AS important as thls was, however, 1t was ehi'efly a aj‘rm_bol‘ié '
victory, Schenley, after all, is only 1nd1dentaily' a grover, .
It has 1ittle of the stature 1in agriculture . held by, for 1nstame,




DIGIORGIO wouldn't fakl as easily as schenley had. But the
| corporation had gsaen what was coming. Farm unionization wee
..at last on the way. So it moved to make certain that, when

unionization came to the digiorgio corporation, i1t would come

on digiorgio's terms. Mbnthe of hagglins followed.

"IN the meantime, the christian brothers dzgé%gd to practioe
what the catholic blshops were preaohins.”syﬁ recognized the

farm workers aesociation as the bargaining agent for the field

E‘ -%} g
 workers at '\ jp“hapa vineyarde}. The farm workers assoclation

had won its £irst northern california victory,

AND farm workers were marching from delano to sacramento, in.
‘an extremely dfmatic and effective 1llustration of their cause

_and their determination... picking up wldespread publlc support

ppssess gnd firmly planting the roots of unionization

in farm communities up and down the rich central valley.

GOVERNOR trown, you retﬁ%gr, refused to meet the marchers when
they finally reachsd eaoramento on easter sunday. But. this
eventually hurt no one but pat brown, And his attempts to
make up for it brought more victories to farm workers, ldter

. in the yoary




BROWN was a key factor in the farnm workers eventual viotory over
the glant disiorgio corporation, for instance. For it was the
~ gpvernor who set up the electlons whioh enabled disiorsio s

- Workers to vote for, and get, union representation.

4AS important in the viotories over disi#orgio was the boycott of
- digiorgio products oonducted nationwide by the farm workers _
assoclation and 1ts many supporters.... a boycott asg effeotive
as that which played a koy role in that first victory, at
Isohenloy industries’.

BUT ﬁhiie the powerful teamsters union haed played a cruclal rols
in the schenley boyecott, on the side of the farm workers

o association, 1t chansed sides onoe the digiorsio battle got

under vay. For ai siorsio had deoided that if 1t was to have
a union, 1t woulad mich rather have a stable, conservative

' teamsters union than a volfg%{e farm workers assoclation group,

THE teamSters' un'naturally agreed, and a three way battle

was one First, digiorgio heid“its own. union representationcj
' AT 740 @F / 35‘ F WE, R € @
oleotions.gwr--v TS 'of,i“” 500 surprisingly, by the

toamstersi Then Governor brown oonvinoed digiorgio to set

@:ﬁ

aside the resulte of*wvr~

balloting under auspices of tne otate.




THE Possibility that the teamsters might wbn these elédtions as
well finally moved the af of 1 - olo to take the natlonal farm
workers assoclation uﬁder 1ts offlcial wihsf' It was merged with
the af of 1 -cio's asriculﬁural workers organizing committee to
form the unlted farm workers orsanizins committee, And the newly

marsed af of 1 - clo 5roup won the new electiona.

'I,'HEN » suddenly, the farm workers hiperaadi it

: bos downy Tbair next'ﬁgt &
farms., They had to move to unionize_all'the properties of.thé
state's biggest grower, It was an obvious and necessary next

step?‘

BUT diglorglo and'the;taamsters wereiboth étallihs?"bisiorgio'
agresd to_hold'alections at 1ts other farms, But the corporation
" insisted that the elections had to be beldfuﬁder7sround,rales
agreed to by both the teamsters and the af of 1 - clos.s and

the teamsters werén't agreelng to anything. They were stalling

‘for time, They couldn't afford to_losé another election,

THE afl-clo threw 1ts whole welght into this one, however..:
another slignificant farm labor development of_the_yearﬁfbyﬂtha;

_ » For, thoughﬂ the af of 1 =clo often had talked a big game
on farm labor, it rarely had taken big action, But 1t did in
thls 1n9tance. Finally,'ths pressures of the af of'l-bio éhd

governor brown moved the teamsters to drop out. oflthe i}ection

G gual /f%@w

ploture at d151°r81°, and the vote was on!ﬂff§';””’w




THE farm workeré,orsanizing.dommittée;”alone‘on3the ballot,'wbn |
. that elsctlion L%, ana 1t gét a'cémmittmeﬁt'fram diglorglo to hold
elections, next year, at the corppration's twé remﬁlninssnon-unlon
farms, in yuba county._

IN the meantime, the af of 1 - clo's farm'worker groﬁ§'w6n an
Jelection at a small srower 's farm in delano ceo the first such
election it has won, and tha first sisnifieant 1ndication that

the 1ittle guys may follow_tbe bis corporations toward farm

‘unionizatlon,

I8P he teamstera union also won a ma jor victory this year. It

waa granted representation rights at the thlrd largest of the
delano area srowera -= the perel}i-minetti firm,; And it was
granted representation right under the noses of the afl - clol
Teamster officiaIS»signed'ﬁhe'agreemént; in fact; while af ofil-'
cio pickets marched outside demanding the same thins In the

name of the af of 1 - cio’ '

THAT inadequate sketch of the year's farm labor developments
brings us Just about up to the present., For ths latest major
activity of the delano farm workers involves the perelli-

minettl aituation%’ For;several weeaks ndw, suppgrters of ﬁhe

af of 1 - clo group have bean urging stores to take perelli- :




THIS 1s a rough campalgn, one of the toﬁshést_taken'bn by the
V1nejard strikers, For 1t 1hvolve§ them in what §mounts to a
. jurisdictional dispute, It's one thing to get the public wWorked
ﬁp when 1t's a battle of tha obviouély oppressed farm worker |
versﬁs the glanb srower; But 1t's another thing when 1t's the
af of 1 -clo versus the teamatars:.e. one farm union versus

anotherb

-AND it's pretty difficult'to set'the-publyc to‘seé workérsvwho
have a teamster umion contract -- sweetheart or othervlse -- as
oppressed, They mak take stdes for the worker asaihst the

growver, in other wbrds,\but not neQGSSarily for_ths af of l-cio

worker agalnst the teamster worker,

 YET the asreement of perelli-minetti to slgn with the teamgsters
represents a dangarous precedent. If allowed to stand, ths
agreement may well 1nsp1ne other growers to try to beat ths
af of l-cio to tha punch and silgn with the teamsters .go

A ...@, ,..-c_munm P ‘m St

contents of tha unlon contract,which will cover themo

THE perelliemihétti agreement with ;he£egmsters should be
overturned, whatever 1ts ebntents%f It ﬁés'not really | |
peralli-minetti's workers, after all, who asked to be covered
by a teamster contracto It wag teamster officials who asked
~ this. An election should be held, in which the workers would

declde who. they wantca to represent them ---af of l-cio or ~
- teamsterg’, R .




- I FEAR that the agreenmnt never wlll be overturned, however, it
_zthe current af of 1 ~clo campaisn 1sn t 1mproved ~-= and 1mproved
considerably. At least in san franclsco, 1t couldn't be more

inept, 1It's feins run by a group of we11~meanins but terrlbly
. #in) e Gy FRLL

1nexperlenced s:;:#é people.z.Thzykﬁmméémg w§wyi*df’ . seues
- and, frankly, they’re eitherné;ans or incredibly-wétwinforme&{
_~"fi they kesp 1t up, they'll flo far more damage to thsir own -
RS cause than the teamsters evié’thought of doing.

\/ W%ﬂa. -
DESPITE these current problems, it has beenv:”“ Year for

cesar chavez and hls dedicated troope in delano. At the
besinning of the year there was llttlé more than hOpe,
datermination and sreat future potential. '

BUT now, chavez' group 1s well on the.way to'compietely
unionizing one of the nation's largest growers, the.once
violently anti-unlon digiorglo corporation coe has union
contracts ¢ another major corporation and 4 small grower

ags well ooohas gained tremendous political influence ... has
plcked up supporters and 1mitatons throushout the country oeo
has set asome extremely 1mportant,preoedents-and examplee eeo

and become an official'sesment of the amerlecan labor movement. \

IT still has a blg battle with the teamsters on ita hands %y
and with part of the af - l-cio, in fact .+i those within the

labor moVement'who'would»calm 1t down,_and‘make 1t"respectable™s .

-~




For théy have made

EVEN the bviét'ories have, @ a sense,
many potential supporters feel that the battle is Won, and ease

off the sm broad general support wbich ‘has been . cruclal

factor in the victories so fari

NOR -did thism novémbér's election make any éas‘ier‘. 'Eha ma jor
battle of the state's farm workers =- their drive for the .
leg_-al'rigbt to colléctive bargainins’ii This is an aﬁsolute
need\;miuxxkhaxxénm.Oﬁ'herwise, they'll be forced to go on

for years, pleking off one grower at a time"“’f:

__ﬁﬁ@mm&&%, THE Evars OF mys )/Lﬁ'/}/@ . | o

bzgmree. should make it clear to everyone tha’e, one way or
another, farm workers finally are going to get what they're
ai‘ter. o '
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